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| CONSIDERATIONS 
I Hyumbly offeret to the Honourable Houle of Com- 
mons, concerning the th 5. Repeal of an 
_ Att paſt laſt Seſfions of Parliament to render the 
Laws Prohibiting the Importation of Foreign Bone 
Lace, &c, more Effetual. 


H E Making Bone-Lace has been an Ancient Manufacture of Erg- 
land, and when Foreigners began to interfere with us thergin, the 
Wiſdom of Parliament thought it the Intereſt of chis Kingdom to 
- prohibit the Importation thereof from Foreign Parts, and the Laws 
before made not having . proved Effecual, one more ſtrift was made 365 Yehrs 
ſince, in the 14% of King Charles IT. which faid A& recites, Thar great numbers 
of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom were then employed in making the ſaid Ma: 
nufacture ; Since that time the ſame has increaſed to a great -Degree, till of late 
Ninn the Art of Smugling vaing grown to greater perfection than formerly, 
me quantities of Flanders Lace Wave been Clandeftinely Imported, by means of 
one defect in all the former Ads, which being remedied in the Act paſled laſt 
I, the Prohibition is become more ſtri as the Law intends, and as it ought 
tO DE. g | Þ | 
This has revived the ſaid languilhing ManufaQure, and there are now above 
One hundred thouſand People in England employed in it, who Earn by meer 
Labour Five hundred thouſand pounds a year, according to the loweſt computa- 
tion that can be made. | x 
_ The Perſons employ'd in it, are for the moſt part Women, and Children, who 
are unfit for other Work, and have no other means of Subſiſtence. 

The Erg/iſh are now arrivd to make as good Lace in finenels, and all other 
reſpe&s, as any that is wrought in Flanders, and particularly ſince the laſt Ad, 
_ a great Improvement'is made that ws þ Some of thoſe who find it their advan- _ 
tage to deal in Flanders Lace, ſuggeited when the A& was paſſing laſt Sefions, 
That the Retailers Shops would be rifled, and they haraſſed, and a great many 
other Inconveniencies would enfue, none of which have happened. 'The Act has 
only in a great meaſure anſwered the honeſt Intent of ir, to encourage a great 

Manuiacture of our own. : | 
If the ſaid Act ſhould now be Repealed, it had much better not havebeen made, 
for if a Prohibition ſtand, and that which ſhould rendgr it effegtual 15 taken away, 
all the World wil conciude, that the —_ of the Parliament is, that the for- 
mer Acts ſhould be wink'd at, and the Officers will act accordingly, and this 
will become a ſnare to a great many honeſt induſtrious People who have Set up 
| and Encouraged the making of fine Bone Lace, as well as take away the Live- 
lyhood of thoſe who were before in the Trade. | 
As to' the: noiſe that is made of a Prohibition of our Manufacture in Flanders, 
upon examination it wjll be found to be nothing but a meer Artifice and Device | 
to puſh on this Matter. For, | 
' 1. The Trade of Lace from #landers to England is but a ſmall part of their 
whole Lace Trade, they vend it to Holland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, France, 
Spain, &c. and we make it chiefly to ſerve our own Country and Plantations. 

2. Ic isthe high and uneqnal Duty upon their Brown Linnens which makes 
them complain, they never found tault with our Prohibition of their Lace, think- 
ing. it a reaſonable thing for all Nations to encourage their own Manulactures, 
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3. The PF:,m# neither have. nor will Prohibit our Woollen-Manufacture, as 
may reaſonably be believ'd ; Whoever takes the Pains to examine the late Placaet 
{5 much taik'd of, and ailthe Proceeding therein, will find it only a Politick 
Device to try if they can get ovr Parliament to Eafe the Duty on their Linnen; 
bur chey never could ſuppoſe ir would alter our 'Mmds as ; to, Race, 4the "ancienc 
Stated Manufacture of the Kingdom : But as to their Prohibiring our Wodllen- 
Manuſzcure they will not do it, becauſe-it 15 highly againſt their, Intereſts For 
%i:!lt, We take off near as great a Value of their Linnen-ManyfaRure, as they do 
of our Woolen. Secondly, The greateſt Pajt' of what they take Irom us, they 
Can't makeAwichout our Engliſh Wooll; fo that the Conſequence would be, if 
they ſhould Prohibit it, that ours would, go thither by.the way of FÞþ#Hand, and 
their Linnen would in ſuch cafe doubtlefs be wholly Prohibited here. Beſides, it 
they could have done it they would long ago have fet up the Woolle,Manufa- 
(ture there, without any regard to what we do : Neither ir likely if they Pro- 
hibit our Manufacture, that it will be taken off by 'our:Repealing the aforemen- 
tioned AcPÞ about Lace. | BAS: HOWS TE 
Wherefore, the Cemplaints made by ſome: of our Woollen-ManufaQurers are 
ill grounded : The Dulneſs of Frade tor ſome forts of Goods, proceeds from the 
| Exportation of great quantities of Woollen Goods from {re/and, which it's hoped 
will in a great Meaſure be prevented, when the AM now depending is palied ; 
but as*#for Fine Cloth, it Vends now extraordinary well, and it falls out very un- 
luckily for the Complainants that in Salzbary, . from whence a Petition has been 
obtain'd, and upon which the Order of the Honourable Houſe of Commons to 
Repeal the aboveſaid Act is grounded, they neverhad abetter Trade intheir Lives 
for Fine Cloth chen at the preſent, we would be very far from arguing any thing to 
the Prejudiceof the Woollen- ManufaQture of England ; but it is fit the Saddle ſhould 
be put upon the right Horſe ; The Manufature of Lace does not at all inter. 
tere with that, or any ways prejudice it, . butg maintains a Multitude of People, 
which othe: wiſe the Pariſhes muſt ; and that would ſoon prove a heavier Burthen, 


- 


even upon thoſe concerned in the Woollen-Manufafture,'than that Imaginary one 


whigh ſonie of them are inſtigated to complain of. = _ 
Wherefore, all that is deſired: jn this Caſe is, That this Honqurable Hogfe be...........A 
rightly informed of the "Facts, *and then we doubt ET ey will a& according os, 
to the true Intereſt of the Nation, i and particularly of thoſe numerous Families in 
their own Countrey, whoſe Well-being or Ruine depends upon the Reſolution 
which ſhall be taken in this Afﬀeair. _— | | 
Many Laws have been made to fer our Poor at Work ; and it is hoped hone 
will de made to take away Work from Multitudes who are already employed. 
— The Names of the Perſons concerned in this Manufacture are now raking 
throughout England : An Account whereof will be given as they are received ; at 
+ the preſent ic is done only in ewo Towns in Buckinghamfhire, atteited by Perfans 


r 


9 of Note there, YV:s. po 


| Newport-Pannell, where there are———— 1378 
Olney, where there are — — — 1302 


It the Parliament think fit to Eafe the Duty on. Brown Linnens from Flanders, 
we believe it will pleaſe thoſe People, and be no Lofs, bur rather a Gain to the 
Crown, the Duty being now ſo high, that little or none can be Vended here. 


